Melbourne Police Department

VICTIMS’ RIGHTS BROCHURE
YOUR RIGHTS AS A VICTIM OR WITNESS:

We realize that for many people, being a victim or witness to a crime is their first experience with the criminal
and juvenile justice systems. As a victim or witness, you have certain rights within the system. This brochure
will assist you with questions you may have regarding those rights. For further information regarding these
rights please contact the State Attorney’s Office (SAO) and/or the Melbourne Police Department.
OFFICER: __________________

REPORT # ____________________________

ID # ________________________

DATE REPORTED:_____________________

MELBOURNE POLICE DEPARTMENT
650 N. APOLLO BLVD.
MELBOURNE, FL 32935
321-608-6731
www.melbourneflorida.org/police

CRIMINAL JUSTICE PROCESS
The stages of the criminal justice system are as follows:
CRIME COMMITTED- After a crime is reported to law enforcement an investigation will be conducted. If
law enforcement is able to collect enough evidence, they may make an arrest.
ARREST- Suspect(s) taken to jail, fingerprinted and photographed. Some are immediately released or have to
post a bond to ensure they will show up in court.
(or)
INTAKE – Victim reports a crime to the local State Attorney’s Office. If probable cause is found, the State
Attorney’s Office may choose to file charges and summons the suspect into court.
FIRST APPEARANCE - Occurs within 24 hours of an arrest. Each suspect kept in jail must appear
before a Judge who establishes whether charges are reasonable. The Judge will also consider whether a
bond should be set and if so how much. The Judge will also consider conditions of release and appoint a
defense attorney if the suspect cannot afford one.
FILING OF FORMAL CHARGES - The State Attorney’s Office may file formal charges after
reviewing law enforcement arrest reports, and within 21 days in certain circumstances.
ARRAIGNMENT- The accused is formally charged and enters a plea of guilty, not guilty or no contest.
TRIAL PREPARATIONS- The prosecutor and defense attorney interview witnesses and exchange
evidence in preparation for trial.
TRIAL – The prosecutor presents evidence to either the judge or a jury about the case. The defendant may
be found guilty or not guilty. The process ends if the defendant is found not guilty.
PLEA- Defendant pleads guilty or no contest without a trial.
SENTENCING- If the defendant is found guilty, the Judge reviews sentencing guidelines, plea
agreements, etc., and determines what type of sentence the defendant should receive.

JUVENILE JUSTICE PROCESS
INTAKE- The process of determining where a child under the age of 18 will be placed until the case is resolved. There
are three forms of detention status: home, non-secure or secure.

DIVERSION PROGRAMS- An alternative to trial where the juvenile is placed in a community based program
such as juvenile arbitration, juvenile alternative services program (JASP), or a treatment plan (Walker plan). If a
juvenile successfully completes the diversion program, then the charges are generally dismissed.
FORMAL CHARGES- The filing of a petition in court by the State Attorney’s Office. The charge may be filed in
either juvenile court or adult court, depending upon the crime and age of the offender.
ARRAIGNMENT- The accused is formally charged and enters a plea of guilty, not guilty, or no contest.
ADJUDICATORY HEARING- The trial of the juvenile, conducted in front of a judge. The judge will decide
whether the juvenile committed the charged offense(s).

DISPOSITIONAL HEARING (SENTENCING)- When a juvenile is found to have committed a delinquent act
the court will hold a dispositional hearing to determine which sanctions to impose on the juvenile. The sanctions could
range from community-based sanctions like probation and community services up to residential commitment.

JUVENILES TRIED AS ADULTS- Juveniles who commit serious crimes may be tried as adults. Juveniles who are
prosecuted as adults may be sentenced to adult or juvenile sanctions.
You may contact your State Attorney or law enforcement agency for more information regarding the stages of the criminal
and juvenile justice process.

YOUR RIGHTS IN THE CRIMINAL AND JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEMS

If you are a victim of a crime or a witness because you have seen, heard, or know
something about a crime that has been committed, you are important to the case. Your
testimony may be necessary to establish the facts. Understandably, you might feel
anxious about testifying in court. However, without your testimony the defendant might
go unpunished.
VICTIM – A person against whom a crime was committed. Some victims suffer physical injury or
property damage, and some have psychological injury or both. Victims have certain rights in Florida.
Others who can claim these rights are the victim’s parent or guardian if the victim is a minor, the lawful
representative of the victim or of the victim’s parent or guardian if the victim is a minor, and the next of kin
of a homicide victim. As a victim of a crime, you have the following rights:
1.

Either you or the State Attorney’s Office with your consent, have standing to assert any legal rights of a
crime victim as provided by law or The Florida Constitution.

2.

In some cases, victims (or their relatives where the victim is deceased) may be eligible for financial
compensation from the State of Florida. Information regarding eligibility may be obtained from the
State Attorney’s Office, local Witness Coordination Office (where available), law enforcement
agency or from the Bureau of Crimes Compensation, Office of the Attorney General
1-800-2266667.

3.

The right to receive information on available crisis intervention services and local community
services to include counseling, shelter, legal assistance, or other types of help, depending on the
particular circumstances. Telephone numbers of these services are provided at the end of this
brochure.

4.

The right to receive information regarding the role of the victim in the criminal or juvenile process,
including what the victim may expect from the system as well as what the system may expect from the
victim.

5.

The right to receive information regarding the stages of the criminal or juvenile justice process and the
manner in which information about such stages may be obtained.

Note: You cannot be notified if we cannot locate you. It is your
responsibility to keep the State Attorney’s Office informed of
any changes in your address or telephone number.
6.

The right to be informed, present, and heard when relevant, at all crucial stages of a criminal or juvenile
proceeding, to the extent the right does not interfere with the constitutional rights of the accused.

7.

The right, if you are incarcerated, to be informed and submit written statements at all crucial stages of the
criminal and juvenile proceedings.

8.

The right to a prompt and timely disposition of the case as long as it does not interfere with the
constitutional rights of the accused.

9.

The right to be notified of the arrest and release of the offender, including release to community
control and/or work release. When an arrest is made in a reported case, the victim, witnesses, relatives
of minor victims and witnesses and relatives of homicide victims, where those persons have provided
current addresses and telephone numbers to the Police shall be notified.

10. The right to receive information on the steps available to law enforcement and the State Attorney’s
Office to protect you from intimidation and/or harassment. It is a third degree felony to knowingly
use intimidation or physical force, or threaten another person, or attempt to do so, or engage in
misleading conduct toward another person, or offer pecuniary benefit or gain to another person. If you
are being threatened or intimidated, please contact the Melbourne Police Department or any law
enforcement officer.
11. The right of the victim of domestic violence to be informed of the address confidentiality program
administered through the Attorney General’s Office. You may contact the Attorney General’s Office at
1-800-226-6667. The State Attorney’s Office may assist with this paper work if necessary.
12. The right of each victim or witness who has been scheduled to attend a criminal or juvenile justice
proceeding to be notified as soon as possible by the agency or person scheduling his/her appearance
of any change in scheduling which will affect the victim’s appearance.

13. The right to receive advance notification of judicial and post judicial proceedings relating to the case,
including all proceedings or hearings relating to:
•
The arrest of the accused.
•
The release of the accused pending judicial proceedings, any modification of release condition to
include release to community control or work release.
•
Proceedings in the prosecution or petition for delinquency of the accused, including the filing of the
accusatory instrument, the arraignment, disposition of the accusatory instrument, trial or adjudicatory
hearing, sentencing or disposition hearing, appellate review, subsequent modification of sentence,
collateral attack of a judgment, and when a term of imprisonment, detention, or involuntary
commitment is imposed, the release of the defendant or juvenile offender from such imprisonment,
detention or juvenile offender from such imprisonment, detention or commitment by expiration of
sentence or parole and any meeting held to consider such release.
14. The right to not be excluded from any portion of any hearing, trial or proceeding pertaining to the offense
based solely upon the fact that such person is subpoenaed to testify, unless the court determines otherwise.
15. In addition to the provisions of s. 921.143, F.S., the rights of the victim of a felony involving physical or
emotional injury or trauma, or in a case in which the victim is a minor child or in a homicide, the guardian
or family of the victim shall be consulted by the State Attorney in order to obtain the views of the victim
or family about the disposition of any criminal or juvenile case brought about as a result of such crime,
including their views about:
•
The release of the accused pending judicial proceedings.
•
Plea Agreements.
•
Participation in pretrial diversion programs.
•
Sentencing of the accused.
16. The right to review certain portions of a pre-sentence investigation report for adult and youthful
offenders prior to the sentencing of the accused.
17. The right to a prompt return of property unless there is compelling law enforcement need to retain it.
18. The right to request that the State Attorney or law enforcement agency help you explain to employers
and creditors that you may face additional burdens by taking time off from work to assist law

enforcement and you may undergo serious financial strain either because of the crime or by
cooperating with authorities.
19. Law Enforcement Agencies and the State Attorney shall inform you of your right to request and
receive restitution and of your rights of enforcement in the event an offender does not pay. The State
Attorney shall seek your assistance in the documentation of your losses for the purpose of requesting
and receiving restitution.
If an order of restitution is converted to a civil lien or civil judgment against the defendant, the clerks shall
make available at their office, as well as on their website, information provided by the Secretary of State, the
court, or The Florida Bar on enforcing the civil lien or judgment.
The State Attorney shall inform you if and when restitution is ordered.
20. The right to submit an oral or written impact statement to the court, pursuant to s. 921.143 F.S., prior
to sentencing of the offender. The State Attorney or any assistant state attorney shall advise all
victims or, when appropriate, the victim's parent, guardian, next of kin, or lawful representative that
statements, whether oral or written, shall relate to the facts of the case and the extent of any harm,
including social, psychological, or physical harm, financial losses, loss of earnings directly or
indirectly resulting from the crime for which the defendant is being sentenced, and any matter
relevant to an appropriate disposition and sentence.
21. The right to receive reasonable consideration and assistance from employees of the State Attorney’s
Office, Sheriff’s Office, or Police Department. When requested, you will be assisted in locating
accessible transportation and parking, and shall be directed to separate pretrial waiting areas when
such facilities are available. When requested, you shall receive assistance in attempting to locate
translators when practicable.
22. The right to be notified when the offender escapes from custody. The State Attorney shall make every
effort to advise the victim, material witness, parents or legal guardian of a minor who is a victim or
witness, or immediate relative of a homicide victim of the escape of a criminal defendant. The State
Attorney shall also notify the Sheriff of the county where the criminal charge or petition for delinquency
arose. The Sheriff shall offer assistance upon request.
23. The right of the victim to request that a victim advocate be permitted to attend and be present during
any deposition. The victim advocate may be designated by State Attorney's Office, Sheriff's Office,
or Municipal Police Department, or one representative from a not-for-profit victim services
organization, including, but not limited to, rape crisis centers, domestic violence advocacy groups,
and alcohol abuse or substance abuse groups.
24. The right of the victim of a sexual offense to have the courtroom cleared, with certain exceptions during
his or her testimony, regardless of the victim’s age or mental capacity.
25. The right to request, in certain circumstances that the offender be required to attend a different school
than the victim or siblings of the victim. If the victim of an offense committed by a juvenile is a
minor, and the victim or any sibling of the victim attends or is eligible to attend the same school as
that of the offender, the Department of Juvenile Justice or the Department of Corrections shall notify
the victim’s parent or legal guardian of the right to attend the sentencing or disposition of the offender
and request that the offender be required to attend a different school.
26. The right of the victim who is not incarcerated to not be required to attend discovery depositions in any
correctional facility.
27. The statutory obligation of the victim, or next of kin of a homicide victim, that any information
gained pursuant to FS Chapter 960, regarding any case handled in juvenile court, must not be revealed
to any outside party, except as reasonably necessary in pursuit of legal remedies.
28. The right to know in certain cases and at the earliest possible opportunity, if the person charged with
an offense has tested positive for human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection. In such cases,
upon request of the victim or the victim’s legal guardian, or the parent or legal guardian of the victim
if the victim is a minor, the court shall order such person to undergo HIV testing. In some cases, you
can be notified of the results of the test within two weeks of the court’s receipt of the results.

29. The right to request, for specific crimes, that your home and work telephone numbers, home and work
addresses, and personal assets not be disclosed to anyone.
30. The right of a victim of a sexual offense to request the presence of a victim advocate during the
forensic medical examination. An advocate from a certified rape crisis center shall be permitted to
attend any forensic medical examination.
31. No law enforcement officer, prosecuting attorney, or government official shall ask or require a victim
of a sexual offense to submit to a polygraph examination or other truth-telling device as a condition of
the investigation.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
IT ISN’T JUST WRONG, IT’S A CRIME
WHAT IS DOMESTIC VIOLENCE?
Under the provisions of Florida Statute 741.28, domestic violence means any assault, aggravated assault, battery, aggravated
battery, sexual assault, sexual battery, stalking, aggravated stalking, kidnapping, false imprisonment or any criminal offense
resulting in physical injury or death of one family or household member by another family or household member.

WHAT DOES THE LAW MEAN?
If you are being physically or sexually abused, threatened, or stalked by a family or household member, there is a law to
protect you. Family or household members means spouses, former spouses, persons related by blood or marriage, persons
who are presently residing together as if a family or who have resided together in the past as if a family, and persons who are
parents of a child in common regardless of whether they have been married. With the exception of persons who have a child
in common, the family or household members must be currently residing or have in the past resided together in the same
single dwelling unit.

ARE YOU A VICTIM OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE?
If you are a victim of domestic violence, or if you have reason to believe that you may become
a victim of any act of domestic violence, you have the right to request that an Injunction for Protection from Domestic
Violence be issued. You may file for an injunction at the Clerk of Courts office. Representation by an attorney is not
required and there are no filing fees.
If you are a victim of domestic violence, you may ask the State Attorney to file a criminal complaint. You also have the
right to go to court and file a petition requesting an injunction for protection from domestic violence which may include, but
need not be limited to:
•
provisions which restrain the abuser from further acts of abuse;
•
direct the abuser to leave your household;
•
preventing the abuser from entering your residence, school, business, or place of employment;
•
award you custody of your minor child or children; and
•
direct the abuser to pay support to you and the minor children if the abuser has a legal obligation to do so.

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS

Melbourne Police Department

EMERGENCIES…………………………………………………..…911
Non-Emergencies: Communications Center……………………… 608-6731
Criminal Investigations…………………………………………… 608-6443
Records…………………………………………………………… 608-6590
Domestic Violence Victim Advocate…………………………..… 608-6359

State Attorney’s Office…………………….……………….….……617-7510
Witness Center…………………………………………..617-7317
Victim Services………………………………………….617-7555
Sexual Assault Victim Services…………………………617-7533
Abuse Registry for Child, Disabled, Elderly Abuse……….….1-800-962-2873
Crimes Compensation (Attorney General)……………………...1-800-226-6667
Florida Bar Lawyer Referral Service…………………………....1-800-342-8060
Survivors of Homicide Program. ……………………………….……617-7555
Guardian Ad-litem…………………………………………….…….. 690-6823
Child Support Enforcement…………………………………...1-800-622-5437
Brevard County Jail…………………………………….………….…690-1500
Brevard County Legal Aid…………………………………………....631-2500
Clerk of Courts (Viera) ………………………………………………637-5413
Consumer Help Line…………………………………………..1-800-435-7352
Court Alternatives/Pre-Trial Release………………………………....690-1514
Crisis/Suicide Hotline………………………..632-6688…..or 1-800-273-8255
Domestic Violence Hotline. …………………631-2764…..or 1-800-799-7237
Serene Harbor Domestic Violence Shelter…….……………………..726-8282
Salvation Army Domestic Violence Shelter………………………….631-2764
The Women’s Center…………………………………………………242-3110
Family Mediation…………………………………………………….690-6834
Juvenile Assessment Center………………………………………….752-3260
Mental Health Services – Circles of Care……………………………722-5200
Mental Health Association of Florida………………………...1-800-541-3647
Missing Children Information Clearing House……………….1-888-356-4774
National Center for Missing & Exploited Children ………….1-800-843-5678
National Runaway Switchboard………………………………1-800-786-2929
Yellow Umbrella………………………………………………………951-7179
Parent Helpline…………………………………………………1-800-352-5683

Melbourne Police Department
Victim Request for Confidentiality
Florida’s Public Records Law allows public access to the addresses and telephone
numbers of most crime victims. The law does provide an exception for victims of
sexual battery, aggravated child abuse, aggravated stalking, harassment, aggravated
battery and domestic violence.
As a victim of Domestic Violence, you are entitled to request that your address be
kept confidential per Florida State Statute 119.071(2)(j)1. This form will serve as
notice to the Melbourne Police Department that you wish to have your addresses
and telephone numbers (both home and work) kept confidential for the five year
maximum period allowed by law.
If you want to claim this exemption, complete the following information and mail
it to:
Records Division
Melbourne Police Department
650 N. Apollo Blvd.
Melbourne, Florida 32935
Please complete all information. If not applicable, please indicate “NA” in
the space available.

Case Number: _______________________
Victim Name:______________________________Date of Birth:________
(Last, First, Middle)
Home Address:_________________________________________________
(Street, City, State, Zip)
Work Address:_________________________________________________
(Street, City, State, Zip)
Home Phone:__________________ Work Phone:_____________________

Victim Signature:______________________________Date:_____________

Melbourne Police Department
Mission Statement
To enhance the quality of life of the citizens of
Melbourne, Florida by:
Providing quality police services.
The control of crime.
The apprehension of offenders.
Providing enhanced public safety through traffic
control programs.

Melbourne Police Department
650 N. Apollo Blvd.
Melbourne, Florida 32935
321-608-6731
www.melbourneflorida.org/police

