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ARTICLE 1. IN GENERAL

Sec. 34-1. Title.

This chapter shall be known and may be cited
as the "Vehicles for Hire Ordinance" of the city.
(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Sec. 34-2. Purpose.

The purpose of this chapter is to regulate the
operation of taxicabs and for-hire vehicles, which
will protect the safety and welfare of the public
while ensuring the availability of safe and reli-
able transportation.

(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Sec. 34-3. Scope and compliance with chap-
ter.

Owners of taxicabs and for-hire vehicles are
required to obtain a certificate of public conve-
nience and necessity for the operation of such
vehicles in the city. Drivers of taxicabs and for-
hire vehicles are required to obtain a vehicle for
hire driver's permit before operating such a vehi-
cle. The operation of taxicabs and for-hire vehicles
within the city shall be subject to the conditions,
regulations and restrictions set forth in this chap-
ter. It shall be unlawful to operate such a vehicle
until and unless the conditions, regulations and
restrictions set forth and prescribed by this chap-
ter have been complied with.

(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Sec. 34-4. Definitions.

The following words and phrases shall have the
meanings ascribed to them by this section for the
purpose of this chapter unless it appears from the
context that a different meaning is intended.

Certificate of public convenience and necessity
or certificate shall mean the certificate granted by
the city manager, which grants the privilege to
operate a vehicle for hire or taxicab within the
jurisdictional limits of the City of Melbourne.

City clerk shall mean the city clerk of the City
of Melbourne or a duly authorized designee.

Decal means the tangible symbol affixed to a
vehicle, which indicates that the owner of the
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vehicle has been granted a certificate of public
convenience and necessity and vehicle permit to
operate the taxicab or for-hire vehicle to which
the decal is physically attached.

Driver shall mean any person in charge of or
operating any taxicab or for-hire vehicle.

For-hire vehicle shall mean any motor-driven
vehicle used for the transportation of passengers
upon the streets of the city in exchange for com-
pensation or consideration, except buses being
operated under franchise and over fixed routes
and between fixed termini, ambulances and con-
veyances used in connection with the conducting
of funeral services.

Owner shall mean all officers, trustees, or
general or limited partner of the applicant corpo-
ration, partnership, or other legal entity having
control of the operation or maintenance of taxi-
cabs or for-hire vehicles. The term shall also
include any person having control of the collection
of revenue derived from the operation of taxicabs
or for-hire vehicles.

Police chief shall mean the chief of the Melbourne
Police Department or a duly authorized designee.

Street shall mean any street, alley, avenue,
lane, public place or highway within the city.

Taxicab shall mean a for-hire vehicle equipped
with a taximeter.

Taxi meter or taxicab meter shall mean any
mechanical, digital or electronic device capable of
accurately monitoring the distance, time and mile-
age to determine the fare to be charged a passen-
ger of a vehicle for hire. Such meter shall conform
to industry standards as they apply to operation,
calibration and accuracy of measurement.

Vehicle for hire driver's permit or driver's per-
mit shall mean a permit issued pursuant to this
chapter which entitles a person to drive or oper-
ate a vehicle for hire within the jurisdictional
limits of the City of Melbourne

Vehicle permit shall mean a specific vehicle
authorized by the certificate to operate in the city.
(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)
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Sec. 34-5. Exemptions.

The following categories of vehicles for hire
shall be exempt from the provisions of this chap-
ter:

(1) Ambulances licensed by the State of Flor-
ida.

(2) Hearses operated or limited exclusively to
use by a licensed mortician.

(3) Passenger vehicles seating more than
twenty (20) persons.

(4) Passenger vehicles owned, operated, leased
or controlled by a governmental agency.

(5) Shuttle services owned and operated di-
rectly by a hotel or motel for transporta-
tion limited to registered guests thereof.

(6) Exclusive ride sharing vehicles as defined
in F.S. § 341.031(9), as amended from
time to time.

(7) Transportation services as provided for in
F.S. Ch. 427, as amended from time to
time, including but not limited to trans-
portation for the disadvantaged, school
bus transportation and public transporta-
tion.

(8) Transportation services operated as a
bonafide tour company by a seller of travel
as defined in F.S. § 559.927, as amended
from time to time.

(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Sec. 34-6. Additional regulations.

The city manager may issue administrative
procedures applicable to this chapter, which in his
opinion are necessary for public safety and to
carry out the purpose and intent of this chapter.
(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Secs. 34-7—34-17. Reserved.
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ARTICLE II. CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC
CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY AND
DECAL

Sec. 34-18. Authority to process applications.

The city clerk is hereby authorized and di-
rected to process all applications for certificates of
public convenience and necessity.

(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Sec. 34-19. Application.

(a) The city clerk shall provide the form to be
filed by the owner for a certificate of public
convenience and necessity. The following items
shall be attached to the application:

(1) Certificate of insurance meeting the re-
quirements of section 34-78.

(2) The schedule of rates and charges, which
will apply to the persons and their bag-
gage, transported by the applicant's vehi-
cles.

(3) Proof of inspection for each vehicle for
hire to be used by the applicant demon-
strating that each vehicle meets the me-
chanical requirements set forth in section
34-69.

a. Said inspection shall be conducted
by an automobile mechanic or tech-
nician certified in automotive ser-
vice excellence within three hundred
sixty-five (365) days prior to the date
of the application.

b.  Proof of vehicle inspection from an-
other jurisdiction, which satisfies the
requirements of section 34-69, con-
ducted in the past three hundred
sixty-five (365) days, shall be accept-
able proof for purposes of this sec-
tion.

(4) Any other information deemed proper by
the city clerk.

(5) Application fee.
(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)
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Sec. 34-20. Fee established; application for
certificate.

An application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) is
hereby established to process each application for

a certificate of public convenience and necessity.
(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Sec. 34-21. Authority to issue certificate of
public convenience and neces-
sity; additional vehicle permits.

(a) The city manager shall have the authority
to issue a certificate of public convenience and
necessity, which includes vehicle permits, once
the applicant has met the following:

(1) The insurance requirements set forth in
section 34-78.

(2) The operation appears to conform to city
ordinances.

(b) The owner may obtain additional vehicle
permits within 90 days after a certificate has been
issued without going through the application pro-
cess. The additional vehicles must have proof of
insurance, schedule of rates, and proof of inspec-
tion as outlined in section 34-19.

(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Sec. 34-22. Transfer of certificate prohib-
ited.

A certificate is not transferable to a subsequent
owner. A new owner must make new application
for a certificate.

(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Sec. 34-23. Issuance of decal; process for ob-
taining.

(a) Following the issuance of a certificate of
public convenience and necessity by the city man-
ager, the owner may obtain a decal for the vehicle
described in the application.

(b) The owner shall pay the fee for the decal to
the city revenue division. Following payment of
the fee, the owner shall present the receipt to the
city clerk. The city clerk shall affix a decal, which
contains the last six (6) digits of the vehicle
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identification number, to the inside of the lower
portion of the windshield on the passenger side of
the vehicle.

(¢) The vehicle may not be operated as a for-
hire vehicle until the decal has been obtained and
affixed to the vehicle.

(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Sec. 34-24. Fee established for decal.

A ten dollar ($10.00) fee for each decal is
hereby established.
(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Sec. 34-25. Certificate and decal to be regis-
' tered and remain in name of
owner.

The certificate granted by the city manager
and the decal issued for the vehicle for hire shall
at all times be held and registered with the city
clerk in the name of the owner. The rights, re-
quirements and responsibilities which attach to
the certificate and the decal remain with the
owner so long as the vehicle for hire is operated
under the authority of the certificate and are
unaffected by an agreement, understanding or
contractual arrangement between the owner and
a for-hire driver.

(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Sec. 34-26. Decal to remain with vehicle for
hire; replacement of decal; trans-
fer of vehicle permit; surrender
of decal.

(a) The decal supplied by the city shall remain
with and be affixed to the vehicle for hire so long
as the vehicle is used as a vehicle for hire in the
city or until surrendered to the city as required by
law.

(b) Whenever a decal has been destroyed, lost
or stolen, the owner may obtain a replacement
decal by paying the prescribed fee.

(c) Whenever a vehicle for hire is taken out of
service, the owner may obtain a transfer of the
vehicle permit for a replacement vehicle. The
replacement vehicle must have proof of insur-
ance, schedule of rates, and proof of inspection as
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outlined in section 34-19. The owner must pay the
fee for and obtain a new decal for the replacement
vehicle.

(d) Whenever a vehicle for hire is removed
from service as a result of failure of mechanical
inspection; or, whenever a certificate is suspended
for more than ten (10) days or is revoked, the
decal shall be surrendered to the city clerk.
(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Sec. 34-27. Suspension and revocation.

(a) A certificate and decal issued under the
provisions of this article may be revoked or sus-
pended by the city manager if the holder thereof
violates any of the provisions of this chapter or,
subsequent to issuance of the certificate and
decal, is convicted of or pleads no contest to any of
the following:

(1) Driving under the influence of drugs or
alcohol.

(2) Vehicular manslaughter.
(3) Reckless driving.

(4) Murder, manslaughter, armed robbery, as-
sault with a deadly weapon, or aggra-
vated assault.

(6) Any crime which is designated as a felony.

(6) Any crime involving the sale or possession
of controlled substances as defined by E.S.
§ 893.03.

(7) The Florida RICO Act.

(8) Exposure of the sexual organs and any
crime defined under F.S. Ch. 800.

(9) "Prostitution" as defined in F.S. Ch. 796,
or in this Code, including assignation or
solicitation for prostitution.

Prior to suspension or revocation, the holder
shall be given notice of the proposed action to be
taken and shall have an opportunity to appeal the
city manager's decision.

(b) If any policy of insurance required under
section 34-78 is cancelled or expires, the certifi-
cate and decal issued under the provisions of this
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article shall be automatically revoked on the date
of cancellation or expiration of said policy without
notice.

(c) If annual proof of inspection required under
section 34-70 is not provided, the certificate and
decal issued under the provisions of this article
shall be automatically revoked without notice.

(d) If a certificate is suspended or revoked for
more than ninety (90) days, the owner must
reapply for a certificate as if the application were
new.

(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Sec. 34-28. Fee established for reinstate-
ment of certificate and/or decal.

(a) A certificate suspended or revoked may be
reinstated if all violations, which led to the sus-
pension or revocation, have been remedied. A
reinstatement fee of two hundred fifty dollars
($250.00) is hereby established.

(b) A decal suspended or revoked may be rein-
stated if all violations, which led to the suspen-
sion or revocation, have been remedied. A rein-
statement fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) per vehicle
is hereby established.

(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Sec. 34-29. Appeal.

A person aggrieved by a decision of the city
manager in the issuance or denial of a certificate
may appeal to the city council.

(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Secs. 34-30—34-40. Reserved.

ARTICLE III. VEHICLE FOR HIRE
DRIVER'S PERMIT

Sec. 34-41. Authority to process applications.

The police chief is hereby authorized and di-
rected to process all applications for driver's per-
mits. A determination on the application shall be
made within ten (10) days, excluding weekends
and holidays, of application.

(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)
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Sec. 34-42. Application.

A person who is eighteen (18) years of age or
older and possesses a valid Florida Driver License
may apply in person for a driver's permit. The
police chief shall provide the form to be filed by
the applicant. The following documents shall be
in a format provided by the city and shall be
submitted with the application:

(1) A sworn affidavit by the applicant stating
whether the applicant has ever been con-
victed of or whether any charges are cur-
rently pending for any of the following

crimes:

a.  Driving under the influence of drugs
or alcohol.

b.  Vehicular manslaughter.

c.  Reckless driving.

d. Murder, manslaughter, armed rob-
bery, assault with a deadly weapon,
or aggravated assault.

e. Any crime which is designated as a
felony.

f.  Any crime involving the sale or pos-
session of controlled substance as
defined by F.S. § 893.03.

‘g.  The Florida RICO Act.
h. Exposure of the sexual organs and

any crime defined under F.S. Ch.
800.

Any crime defined as prostitution
under F.S. Ch. 796, or by this Code,
including, but not limited to, assig-
nation or solicitation for prostitu-
tion.

(2) A statement by the applicant of whether
the applicant has previously been em-
ployed as a driver or chauffeur or had a
vehicle for hire driver's permit, and, if so,
whether his permit has ever been revoked

or suspended for any reason.

(8) The name, address and telephone number
of the owner for which the applicant is

working or intends to work.

(4) Proof of a criminal history background

investigation for the applicant conducted
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within thirty (30) days of the application
date, which includes fingerprints. Such
criminal history background investiga-
tion shall be ordered by the applicant and
shall include, at a minimum, State of
Florida criminal history information from
the Florida Department of Law Enforce-
ment. If a private investigation agency or
security company conducts the background
investigation, the agency or company shall
be properly licensed in the State of Flor-
ida to conduct such background investiga-
tions. If a private investigation agency or
security company conducts the background
investigation, the agency or company must
provide proof of proper licensing along
with the certified history directly to the
police chief in a sealed envelope. If the
Florida Department of Law Enforcement
(FDLE) conducts the background investi-
gation, the applicant shall authorize FDLE
to provide an electronic report to the po-
lice department.

(5) Any other information deemed proper by

the police chief.

(6) Application fee.
(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Sec. 34-43. Fee established; application for
driver's permit.

An application fee of fifteen dollars ($15.00) is
hereby established.
(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Sec. 34-44. Authority to issue a driver's per-
mit; grounds for denial; appeal.

(a) The police chief shall have the authority to
issue a driver's permit once the applicant has met
the following:

(1) The applicant has submitted the applica-
tion, the application fee, and all required
documents as outlined in the application
process.

(2)

The applicant meets all the requirements
of this chapter.
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(b) The police chief shall deny a driver's permit
if within the past five (5) years immediately
preceding the application, the applicant has been
convicted of, or has pending charges for, or has
plead no contest to any of the following:

(1) Driving under the influence of drugs or
alcohol.

(2) Vehicular manslaughter.
(3) Reckless driving.

(4) Murder, manslaughter, armed robbery, as-
sault with a deadly weapon, or aggra-
vated assault.

(5) Any crime which is designated as a felony.

(6) Any crime involving the sale or possession
of controlled substances as defined by F.S.
§ 893.03.

(7)  The Florida RICO Act.

(8) Exposure of the sexual organs and any
crime defined under F.S. Ch. 800.

(9) "Prostitution" as defined in F.S. Ch. 796,
or in this Code, including assignation or
solicitation for prostitution.

(c) An applicant for a driver's permit will be
denied if false information was provided on the
application, or if the applicant omitted any infor-
mation requested on the application.

(d) The police chief shall notify an applicant in
writing if the application for the driver's permit is
denied. The notification must cite the reason for
denial. The police chief shall have the discretion
to determine whether a conviction for a violent
crime, whenever committed, shall disqualify an
applicant from obtaining a driver's permit. The
applicant may appeal a decision of the police chief
to the city manager.

(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Sec. 34-45. Driver's permit; term; display.

Each driver's permit issued by the city shall
clearly state "vehicle for hire driver's permit." The
permit shall have an issue date and shall expire
three (3) years from the date of issuance. At least
thirty (30) days prior to expiration, the driver

Supp. No. 69

MELBOURNE CODE

shall make new application. While operating a
vehicle for hire, each driver shall be required to
wear or display his or her driver's permit.

(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Sec. 34-46. Surrender; revocation; suspen-
sion.

A driver's permit shall become void and shall
be surrendered immediately by a driver upon a
violation of this chapter or upon a conviction of,
plea of guilty to, or plea of no contest to any of the
crimes outlined in section 34-44(b}(1)—(9).

(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Secs. 34-47—34-57. Reserved.

ARTICLE IV. RATES

Sec. 34-58. Schedule of rates to be posted.

The schedule of rates provided with the appli-
cation for the certificate of public convenience and
necessity shall be posted in each taxicab. The
rates shall be posted in a conspicuous place readily
visible to the occupants of the vehicle. All other
vehicles for hire shall have the rates available for
review in the vehicle. Any change in rates must be
submitted in writing to the city clerk prior to the
new rates taking effect.

(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Sec. 34-59. Charging rates in excess of estab-
lished rates declared unlawful.

It shall be unlawful for the operator of any
vehicle for hire to charge or demand from any
customer any sum of money in excess of those
rates or charges posted or available for review in
the vehicle.

(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Secs. 34-60—34-65. Reserved.
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ARTICLE V. OPERATION

Sec. 34-66. General regulations.

The general regulations in this article shall
apply to the operation of all taxicabs and for-hire
vehicles within the city, unless otherwise indi-
cated.

(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Sec. 34-67. Vehicle driver standards.

Every owner shall require every vehicle driver
to be hygienically clean, well groomed, neat, odor
free, and clean in appearance. Clothing must be
clean and odor free.

(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Sec. 34-68. Vehicle type, capacity.

Each vehicle for hire shall be of the enclosed or
sedan type with four (4) doors, at least two (2)
seats and of not less than five-passenger capacity.
(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Sec. 34-69. General mechanical condition;
applicability; authority to in-
spect.

(a) All vehicles for hire shall be kept in a clean,
sanitary, and safe mechanical condition and be
free of dented fenders, missing grilles, bumpers,
body rust, general deterioration, ete. All vehicles
for hire shall meet the following minimum safety
and equipment standards:

(1) Tires. Tires shall be of the size approved
by the manufacturer, with no mismatched
size tires on the vehicle. There shall be no
cuts into the tire cord or sidewall area or
localized worn spots that expose the ply.
No tire is permitted with less than one-
sixteenth (¥16) inches remaining when
measured in any two (2) grooves at three
(3) equally spaced intervals around the
circumference of the tire, or when the tire

has tread wear indicators.

Operational horn. The vehicle shall be
equipped with an operational horn easily
accessible to the driver.

(2)

(3)

Windows. The windshield, side and rear
windows shall operate as designed and
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4)

6))

(6)

(7

(8)
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assembled with no breakage, cracks or
pits that may impair visibility or hinder
the safety of passengers. No windows on
vehicles for hire shall be composed of,
covered by, or treated with any material,
which would cause the vehicle to be in
violation of F.S. § 316.295, as amended
from time to time.

Doors. All doors must have operating han-
dles that allow opening from both inside
and outside. Handles, knobs and arm-
rests are to be free of breaks and must be
securely mounted. Door hinges and hold
stops must function correctly. Door seals
and gaskets must be intact and operating
to seal water and odors from entering the
passenger compartment from outside. All
door panels must be intact to prevent
accidental injuries on door and window
mechanisms.

Seat condition. Seat covers shall be per-
manently attached or fixed to all seats in
the vehicle for hire, and have no exposed
wire or sharp edges either from metal or
hardened vinyl. The rear seat must be of a
type, size and mounting approved by the
vehicle manufacturer. No broken springs,
sagging or horizontal slippage is allow-
able in any seat.

Floor condition. Floor covering material
shall be secure and contain no rips or
loose folds. The floorboard of the vehicle
for hire shall be free of rust and holes.

Loose objects. No loose objects or moving
objects or externally mounted speakers
shall be placed on the deck behind the
rear seat or on the front dashboard. No
decorations or other objects will be per-
mitted to hang from permanently mounted
fixtures.

Seat belts. Each vehicle shall have seat
belts available for passengers in all seats,
including spaces designed to accommo-
date wheelchairs. Seat belts shall be pro-
vided in operating condition and easily
accessible by all passengers. For the pur-
poses of this section, seat belts, which are
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placed under the seat or between the
lower and upper portions of the seat, are
deemed not easily accessible.

Windshield wipers. Each vehicle for hire
shall have standard, operational wind-
shield wipers for the entire front wind-
shield, which shall be controlled electron-
ically or by vacuum and operated from the
interior of the vehicle for hire. The wiper
blades shall be in such a condition as to
make firm contact with the windshield
when operational, and shall not be torn or
badly worn.

Brakes. Each vehicle for hire shall contain
an operational parking brake and pri-
mary braking system, which acts on all
four (4) vehicle wheels. There shall be no
visible leaks in the brake line, wheel
cylinder or any part of the brake system
and no frayed cables. All primary brake
systems shall demonstrate a reasonable
total braking force when tested, using the
"quick stop method" and with the vehicle
for hire operating at a speed of at least
twenty (20) miles per hour. Brake linings
and/or disc pads, when measured at the
thinnest point, shall not be less than
one-sixteenth (¥16) of an inch. Brake lin-
ings and/or pads shall also be firmly at-
tached to the brake shoes and/or disc
coupler. Disc brake rotors and brake drums
shall be of a size and type appropriate for
the vehicle, with no cracks or other dam-
age, which change or impair the func-
tional service.

Headlights, turn signals, brake lights, and
tail lamps. Each vehicle for hire shall be
equipped with operational State of Flor-
ida approved headlights, and turn indicat-
ing lamps or devices on the front and rear
of the vehicle and foot-brake-activated
stop lights on the rear of the vehicle. Each
vehicle for hire shall also have a tail lamp
so situated on the vehicle as to illuminate
the rear license plate with a white light
and render it clearly legible.

Steering mechanism. Steering mecha-
nisms shall neither be worn or jammed,
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nor shall there be more than two (2)
inches play to the left or right of center,
measured at the steering wheel rim with
the road wheels in a straight ahead posi-
tion, on wheels up to eighteen (18) inches
in diameter, or three (3) inches of play on
wheels over eighteen (18) inches.

(13) Exhaust system. There shall be no leakage
of gas at the manifold gaskets, manifold
and exhaust line gasket, muffler and muf-
fler connections or at any other point in
the exhaust system as determined through
a visual and audible inspection. The tail
pipe shall discharge exhaust from the
rear or sides of the passenger and luggage
compartment. No part of the exhaust sys-
tem shall pass through or leak into the
part of the vehicle occupied by passen-
gers, as determined by visual inspection.

(14) Air conditioning and heating. Every vehi-
cle for hire shall be equipped with an
adequately operating air conditioning, heat-
ing system and windshield defrost or defog-
ging system.

(15) Two-way radio. All vehicles for hire shall
be equipped with a permanently attached
operational two-way radio or comparable
wireless communication device such that
office dispatchers may immediately and
effectively notify vehicle drivers of re-
quests for service and such that drivers
may immediately and effectively request
assistance should assistance be needed.

(b) Correction of defects. Every vehicle for hire
owner shall repair or replace any equipment or
parts of the vehicle found to be worn out, defective
or creating a safety hazard.

(c) Posting of consumer sign. It shall be the
duty of the vehicle certificate holder to post the
following sign within the interior of every vehicle:

(1) The schedule of rates provided with the
application for the certificate.

(d) Subsections (a)(15) and (c) shall apply to
taxicabs only.
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(e) The police chief may inspect any taxicab or
vehicle for hire while the vehicle is being operated
to insure compliance with the provisions of this
chapter. No vehicle shall be operated upon the
city streets in violation of this section except for
purposes of securing repairs to the vehicle.

(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Sec. 34-70. Mechanical inspection.

It shall be the duty of the owner of every
taxicab or for-hire vehicle to annually submit to
the city clerk a proof of inspection that the vehicle
meets the mechanical requirements set forth in
this article. Said proof shall be due at the same
time the proof of insurance is due and shall be
conducted by an automobile mechanic or techni-
cian certified in automotive service excellence.
The inspection must be less than three hundred
sixty-five (365) days old. Failure to provide an-
nual proof of inspection shall result in the decal
being suspended or revoked. A mechanical inspec-
tion shall not be required if the vehicle is less
than three hundred sixty-five (365) days old, has
less than ten thousand (10,000) miles, and has
not been involved in an accident.

(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Sec. 34-71. Markings required.

Each taxicab shall bear on the outside on at
least two (2) sides the name of the owner in letters
not less than five (5) inches high and plainly
visible at a distance of one hundred (100) feet; and
on two (2) sides and the back the owner's tele-
phone number plainly visible at a distance of one
hundred (100) feet. Rates shall also be plainly
visible on the outside on at least two (2) sides of
the vehicle. All other vehicles for hire must dis-
play a tag on the front of the vehicle with the
company name.

(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Sec. 34-72. Taximeters.

All taxicabs shall be equipped with a taximeter
installed in view of all passengers. The face of the
taximeter shall be illuminated after sunset. Taxi-
meters shall be subject to inspection from time to
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time by the police department. Vehicles with an
inoperable taximeter may not be operated as a
taxicab.

(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Sec. 34-73. Number of passengers carried;
most direct route; providing
change; receipt to be provided.

(a) No more than one (1) passenger shall be
transported at one (1) time unless the operator
requests and receives the affirmative consent of
the person first engaging the vehicle.

(b) A taxicab driver shall use the most direct
available route on all trips unless the passenger
specifically requests a change to the route.

{c) A driver shall be able to provide a reason-
able and prudent amount of change, and if correct
change is not available, no additional charge will
be made to the passenger in attempting to secure
the change.

(d) The vehicle driver shall deliver a legible
receipt if demanded by the passenger containing
the trade name of the certificate holder, the com-
pany car number, the driver's name, the date, and
the total amount paid.

(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Sec. 34-74. Receiving police radio calls pro-
hibited.

It shall be unlawful to operate any taxicab or
for-hire vehicle with a radio capable of receiving
police calls.

(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Sec. 34-75. Stands.

Drivers of taxicabs and for-hire vehicles may
not appropriate any portion of a public right-of-
way for use as a stand.

(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Sec. 34-76. Maintenance of records.

Every owner of a taxicab or for-hire vehicle
shall maintain a written or computerized record
showing for each day the number of vehicles
operated, the driver of each vehicle, the origin and
destination of all calls, the identity of each caller
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if available, the trip made by each vehicle, and the
amount charged. Such records shall be open at all
times to inspection by any member of the police
department and shall be preserved for a period of
not less than one (1) year. It shall be unlawful to
knowingly falsify a record.

(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Sec. 34-77. Report of accidents.

The driver of a taxicab or for hire vehicle
involved in an accident, regardless of how slight,
shall immediately make a report to the police
department.

(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)

Sec. 34-78. Public liability insurance re-
quired.

(a) Every owner of any taxicab or for-hire
vehicle operating in the city shall file with the city
clerk and keep in effect at all times a liability
insurance policy or policies, the terms and condi-
tions thereof providing protection for all persons
against losses or injury by reason of the operation
of any taxicab and for-hire vehicle, as hereinafter
provided.

(b) Each such insurance policy shall be in the
form of a certificate of insurance and shall be
executed by an insurance company authorized to
do business in the State of Florida. The policy
shall be in the penal sum of not less than one
hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) for in-
jury or death to any one (1) person, three hundred
thousand dollars ($300,000.00) for injury or death
to all persons caused by one (1) accident or
occurrence, and fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00)
for damage to property resulting from any acci-
dent, and each of said polices shall remain in full
force and effect and shall be undiminished during
the effective period of such insurance.

(c) Each such certificate of insurance so filed
shall name the city as certificate holder and shall
be directed to the attention of the city clerk. The
certificate shall contain a clause to the effect that
the insurance carrier may not cancel the policy
until thirty (30) days' written notice has been
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given to the city clerk, in addition to such other
notice as may be required by law to be given prior
to the cancellation of such policy.

(Ord. No. 2003-03, § 1, 2-11-03)
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